
Estate Planning Questionnaire

I hope you will find this questionnaire useful in identifying the type of information we will need to
consider in connection with your estate planning. 

I. PERSONAL DETAILS/CITIZENSHIP AND DOMICILE

A. Personal details 

1. Full name:  
Please include all middle names and any title or alternative name by which you are known.

2. Permanent address and telephone number;
Please also give your extension number.

3. Marital status: 
Please indicate whether you are:

single  married  widowed

divorced            separated         engaged 

cohabiting with someone

a) If you have a partner please give his/her full name and the countries in which he or she is resident, domiciled (if known)
and holds citizenship. 
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4. Do you have any children?
Please include all natural (including illegitimate), adopted and stepchildren and give their full names and ages.

pihsnezitiC egAemaN

B. Citizenship/Residence/Domicile

1. Of which countries are you a citizen? 

2. If you are not a US citizen: 

a) Were you ever a US citizen?

b) Were either of your parents US citizens?

c) Are you a green card holder? 
If so how long have you held your green card?

3. If you live in the UK, when did you first become resident here (month and year)? 

a) Do you have a ruling from the Inland Revenue regarding your domicile?

b) Where were you born and where did you live prior to moving to the UK? 

II. YOUR ASSETS

A. Please indicate the following assets you own, indicating whether they are located in the US, the UK or elsewhere. 
If possible, give an estimate of their value.  
The following list may help as a guide:-

1. house(s) or flat(s) please indicate form of ownership, if known, e.g., joint tenants or tenants in common or other form of joint
ownership

2. other real property e.g. farmland, a commercial property or other investment in real estate
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3. shares in public or private companies

4. any non-US mutual funds or investments other than shares?

5. other investments e.g. mutual funds, private equity, VC trusts

6. bank and building society accounts

7. antiques, works of art

8. personal belongings e.g. jewellery, collections

9. any other property
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B. Insurance
Do you have any life insurance?
If so please indicate 

(1) whether it is private or group life insurance; 

(2) in the case of private insurance the type, 
e.g., term, universal life, joint and survivor etc; 

(3) the cash value if any; and 

(4) death benefits payable. 

C. Inheritances - Are you expecting to inherit any property in the near future?

D. Please state your main liabilities - e.g. house mortgage.

III. YOUR WILL

A. Do you have an existing Will?  If so, please bring a copy to the meeting.

1. Please state any specific burial requests e.g. do you want to be buried in a specific place or would you prefer to be
cremated?

2. Please give the full names and addresses of the people you would like to appoint as your executors.  Your executors will
administer your estate after your death.  It is often helpful to name one person in each country where you have assets. It is
advisable to seek confirmation from these people that they would be willing to take on the responsibilities of executorship
before appointing them.
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3. If you have children under 18 please give the full names and addresses of the person or persons you would like to appoint
as their guardians, and any substitute(s) you would like to appoint if they are unable to accept this appointment for any
reason.  It is usual for guardians (possibly a husband and wife) to only after the death of both you and your partner.
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4. Do you want to make any cash gifts?  
If so, please state the full name and address of the beneficiary of the gift and the amount you want to give.
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5. Do you want to make any gifts of specific items, e.g. jewellery or other personal effects?  If so, please state the name and
address of the beneficiary of the gift and state the item they are to have.
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6. Please state which, if any, of the beneficiaries in questions 5 and 6 above are children.

7. Do you want to make any gifts to charity?

8. Who will receive the rest of your estate?  
Please give full names and addresses and if it is to be more than one person please state in what proportions they will
benefit.
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a) If children are to receive bequests, you may want their inheritance to be held in trust at least until they reach the age of
majority. 

(1) If so, at what age would you like them to receive all the income from the trust? 

(2) The principal?  

(3) Will you want them to have the power to appoint their interest in the trust to anyone during their lifetimes (their spouses,
children, charities? Anyone of their choosing?). We can discuss these issues in more detail when we meet.

9. If the person or persons in no. 8 are not alive at your death who should benefit from your estate instead?  Would you like to
name a charity as the ultimate contingent remainder beneficiary in the event all other persons (including heirs if you wish)
are not alive to benefit? 

IV. TRUST PLANNING/OTHER INSTRUMENTS

A. Are you or are any of your beneficiaries, the beneficiaries of any trusts?

If so, who settled the trust (including their nationality and residence)?

What are the terms of the trust? (If you can bring a copy that would be helpful). 

B. Have you created any trusts?
If so, please bring a copy of the trust deed(s) with you. 

C. Are you the beneficiary of any trusts?
If so, please bring a copy of the trust deed(s) with you. 

D. Living Wills/Powers 

1. Do you have a health care proxy or Living Will in place?

2. If so, what law governs the document?

E. Powers of Attorney

1. Do you have any financial powers of attorney in place?

2. If so, what law governs the document?
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